
 

A few weeks ago, the 
Chamber held its an-
nual dinner and Todd 
Baker, Sauk Prairie 
Eagle Inn, took office 
as the Chamberôs 
President.  Suc-
cess from 2010 
was highlighted 
by outgoing presi-
dent Patrick 
Taggart, and a lot 
was accom-
plished. The 

Chamber recognized 
48 members as nomi-
nees for the annual 
awards and  ulti-
mately awarded the 
following awards: 

Large Business of 
the YearðFrey Con-
struction & Home Im-
provement; Medium 
Business of the 
YearðTools of Mar-
keting; Small      
Business of  the 
YearðEver Ready  

Electric, Inc. 
(pictured right); New 
Business of the 
YearðStraight For-
ward; Business 
Person of the 
YearðTed Klein 
with Green Acres; 
Volunteer of the 
YearðKen Myers 
with Cedarberry Inn 
and Not for Profit 
of the YearðSauk 
Prairie Area Histori-
cal Society.  

Five new Board 
Members were 
voted into terms ð
Kari Apel with Apel 
Associates Inc.; 
Julie Coquard with 
Wollersheim Winery; 
Andrea Wyttenbach 
Gavol with Mueller 
Sports Medicine; 
Kirk Olson with 
Merrimac Communi-
cations; and Peter 
van der Hagen with 

Edward Jones Invest-
ments. 

While much was accom-
plished in 2010, new 
president Todd Baker said 
he is committed to hearing 
from each member in 
2011 and planning pro-
grams and events that are 
meeting the memberships 
expectations.  Be sure to 
stay connected in 2011ð
together, we can accom-
plish much and make the 
Sauk Prairie Riverway 
community a great place 
to live, work and play!   

Go pack Go! 

 ~Tywana German  
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2010 was great, but 2011 looks better!  

Congratulations to Member 

Curtis Eberle & his wife Vicki 

on the birth of their twins 

Gideon (l) & Delilah (r) 
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 άThe Chamber promotes 
and fosters a healthy 

economy and quality life-
style for members and the 
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Community 

Events  

Bearfoot at the RAC  
February 5  

 

Dorf Haus Bavarian 
Smorgasbord w/Music 

February 7 

Journey of Hope Benefit  
February 10 

 

White Lightning  
Snowmobile Dance at 

the Dorf Haus 
February 12  

 

Valentine Polka and 
 Ragtime Dance at the 

Dorf Haus 
 February 13 

 
ñLower you Blood  
Pressureò Workshop 

February 15 
 

Chamber Lunch-n-Learn 
Social Media & Effective 

Email Marketing 
February 16 

 
Ballweg Booth  

at the Kids Expo 
February 19 & 20 

You are invited to share in 

the grand opening & ribbon 

cutting on: 

Wednesday, February 9th 

at 11:00 a.m.  

603 Phillips Blvd. Sauk City 
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Chamber Location:  

421 Water St Suite 105 

Prairie du Sac 

Phone: 643-4168 Fax 643-3544 

saukprairie@frontier.com 

www.saukprairie.com 
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How long have you been a 
Chamber member? 
From the beginning, 1987 is the 
year that I opened by business 
 
What path led you to your  
current position? 
I had always worked as a travel 
agent but when the other travel 
agency here in Prairie du Sac 
moved their location to Madison, 
I saw an opportunity and had a 
building to move into so I ran 
with it 
 
What does it take (for you) to be 
a success in your field? 
It takes travel knowledge,  
knowledge of geography, ability 
to communicate with people, a 
knack for details - no room for 
mistaken dates, etc.. 
 

 How has your business, and 
you, been impacted by this  
current economy? 
My business has really been  
affected by the economy  
because when people lose their 
jobs or become underemployed 
or whatever their situations are 
the first place that many of them 
cut back on is their vacation. 
 
Why would you recommend that 
someone use a travel agency 
versus online 
bookings? 
The reason that any one should 
use a professional travel agent 
that they trust is because they 
know what they are getting 
 before they go, all of the details 
(that one does not know about 
when booking online) are taken 
care of ahead of time, like  
transfers, insurance, etc. - If 
anything should go wrong while 
on their trip they have someone 
to call - the online agencies do 
not have that customer support.  
People also do not seem to  
realize how competitive we are 
along with the fact that you get 
personal service and do not 
have to hassle with the 
 computer.  
Reasons to have a travel agent. 
 
What do you think you'd be  
doing professionally if you  
weren't in the travel industry? 
I think I would like to work in a 
gardening center, I know,  
completely not the same but I 
love flowers. 
 
 

 
What might fellow Chamber 
members be surprised to learn 
about you? 
I am not sure what they would 
be surprised at - I have gotten to 
travel to many, many places as 
have the other people here at 
the office and we have a lot of 
knowledge and experience.  We 
are constantly attending  
seminars and on line training to 
keep up in this business.  A lot 
of our business does come from 
outside of this community - we 
have a lot of business from  
referrals and that is what keeps 
us in business.  We do a lot of 
vacation planning, groups,  
destination weddings, etc. 
 
Why do you think it is good  
business for someone like  
yourself, or a business, to  
engage the community in "doing 
good" outside of work? 
I like to contribute outside of the 
office and have been a very  
active member with Kiwanis and 
Rotary - I keep involved with my 
local church, meals on wheels, 
etc.  I like to be connected to the 
community because I love it 
here and want to give back to a 
community that is a lovely place 
to live and raise a family.  Plus, 
by being a part of some of the 
civic clubs I have been able to 
meet some really great people 
in the community. 

180 Washington St  
Prairie du Sac, WI  53578  

Debbie Corrao  

Travelog Travel Agency  

Phone:  1-608-643-4599 
Email:  debbie@travelogtravel.com 

How Did You Get From There to Here?  A profile of vocational journeys...  

MEMBER PROFILE 

V:/Newsletter/2011 Newsletter/February/15ReasonsTravelAgent.pdf
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Village of Prairie du Sac  

Ruth Culver Community Library  

A total of $1,379,983 (and counting) 

has been raised during the past nine 
months for the new Ruth Culver 

Community Library.  This figure does 

not include the value of the building 

which was donated by Culver Fran-

chising System, Inc.  The Village of 

Prairie du Sac originally budgeted 

$750,000 towards the project.  After 

saving nearly $300,000 on street pro-

jects in 2010, the Village increased 

its contribution to $875,000 bringing 

the total to $2,225,983 for the new 

library.  The current library on Park 

Avenue is approximately 5,000 sq. ft. 

with no meeting/study rooms.  The 
funds being contributed to the project 

will enable the Culver building to be 

remodeled with an addition to better 

accommodate a library setting that 

includes a meeting room, a study 

room, more public access computers, 

more staff work areas, more seating 

area and much more.  In total, the 

new library will have a total area of 

about 13,500 sq. ft.  The addition will 

require the access drive adjacent to 

the Culver building be relocated to 

the south end of the Water Street 

parking lot.  This relocation will also 

Community Updates  
 provide for expansion of the library 

in the future.  The current project 

will result in the reduction of ap-
proximately 4 to 6 parking spaces in 

the Water Street parking lot.  How-

ever, it is anticipated that 7 to 8 

spaces will be gained in front of the 

current Park Avenue library location 

when the drop off curb is removed.  

The result is essentially no change in 

the number of available parking 

spaces in downtown.  On January 

11, 2011, the Prairie du Sac Village 

Broad gave its approval for develop-

ment of the new facility to move for-

ward.  It is anticipated that the new 

Ruth Culver Community Library will 

open the summer of 2012.  

 

For more information on the new 

library, visit www.pdslibrary.org/

ruthculvercommunitylibrary/ .  Con-
tributions to support the new library 

are greatly appreciated.  Please con-

tact Jennifer Endres at 643 -8318 for 

more information on how you or your 

business can be òPart of the Story.ó  

We thank Chamber members who 

have already supported this exciting 

project!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Representative  

Howard Marklein  

51 st  Assembly District  

Sauk Prairie Office Hours  

Monday, February 7 th  

11am -Noon  

Sauk City Village Hall  

726 Water Street  

Sauk City, WI 53583  

Come with questions, 
comments, suggestions!  

 

Questions?  

Call 608 -266 -7502  
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Town of Merrimac  

The Town of Merrimac, 

like all of the other 

communities, just 

wrapped up collection 
of the 1 st  installment of 

the property taxes as of 

January 31 st.    There 

is a Spring Primary for 

State Supreme Court 

judge coming up on 

February 15 th  and resi-

dents on the north end 

of Merrimac will also be 

voting in a primary for 

the Baraboo School 

Board on the same 

day.    Effective on 

January 1, 2011, the 
State of Wisconsin has 

banned oil filters from 

landfills and residents 

are now required to 

recycle them.   The 

townõs waste recycler is 

not capable of recycling 

oil filters, however, 

residents can dispose 

of them for a small 

charge at Taylor Made 

Repairs in the Village of 

Merrimac.   Residents 
along the lake are also 

encouraged to look at 

Wisconsinõs new Pier 

restrictions.   Any owner 

of a pier placed on Lake 

Wisconsin that does 

not meet the new crite-

ria will be required to 

apply for a permit from 

the Department of 

Natural Resources 

(DNR), however, 

ownerõs can exempt 

their pre -existing piers 
if they were in place 

prior to February 

2004.   The exemption 

request period ends by 

April 2011.    

To see how this may 

affect you, visit the 

DNRõs website at 

http://dnr.wi.gov/

waterways/recreation/

piers.html . 

http://dnr.wi.gov/waterways/recreation/piers.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/waterways/recreation/piers.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/waterways/recreation/piers.html


Inside Story Headline  
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Meet the New Board Members!  At our annual dinner on January 17th, the following 

members were appointed to the Chamber board to represent your voice.  Have suggestions on how 
the Chamber can better serve you?  Please contact one of our board members or call the office.   

Executive Committee  

 

President 

Todd Baker 

643-4516 

Sauk Prairie 

Eagle Inn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vice-President - 

Programs 

Amy Ryan 

643-3311 

Sauk Prairie  

Memorial  

Hospital &  

Clinics 

 

 

Vice President - 

Membership 

Fritz  

Wyttenbach 

644-1213 

Wyttenbach 
Meats 

 

 

Past President - 

Patrick Taggart 

643-3391 

LaRowe,  

Gerlach, and Roy 

 

 

Treasurer 

Diane Endres 

643-3393  

Bank of Prairie du 
Sac 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive  Director 

Tywana German 

643-4168 

 

 

 

 

 

Directors  

 

 

 

 Vidal Alcauter (no photo available) 

 643-7008 

 La Mexicana 

 

 

Kari  Apel 

643-2700 

Apel Associates, 
Inc. 

 

 

Julie Coquard 

643-6515 

Wollersheim 
Winery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scott Frey 

643-7914 

Frey  

Construction & 
Home           

Improvement 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrea  

Wyttenbach-
Gavol 

643-8530 

Mueller Sports 
Medicine 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeff Mason 

370-6224 

Masonôs Grill 
& Pub 



Retail Tourism/Promotions :  
Julie Coquard  

Tammy Fitzpatrick  

Linda Kippley  

Michelle Kraemer  

Rebecca Maier -Frey  

Barb Mock  

Ken Myers  

Dave OõBrien 

Kirk Olson  

Traci Rauner  

Deb Skowronski  

Bob Wills  

 

Retail Tourism Committee meets the first 
Thursday of the month at 8:00 a.m., 

Chamber office.  

Ambassadors:   

Todd Baker  

Curtis Eberle  

Robbi Eccher  

Richard Frey  

Greg Garton  

Jim Marsden  

Mike Olson  

Marietta Reuter  

Ron Schneller  

Peter van der Hagen  

Fritz Wyttenbach  

 

Ambassadors meet the last  

Thursday of the month at 8:00 a.m., 

Chamber office.  

Economic  Development:  

Kari Apel  

Beth Plutchak  

Gene Dalhoff  

Scott Frey  

Rich Marks  

Deb Skowronski  

Todd Wuerger  

Andrea Wyttenbach -Gavol  

 

 

 

 

 

Economic Development Committee 
meets the second Friday of the month at 

8:00 a.m., Chamber office.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Bob Wills (no photo available)  

546 -5284  

Cedar Grove Cheese  

 

Dave OôBrien 

643-7980 

Culver   

Franchising 
System, Inc. 
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Kirk Olson 

493-9470 

Merrimac  

Communications 

 

Peter van der Hagen 

643-5166 

Edward Jones  

Investments 

 

Todd Wuerger  

279 -7299  

Richards Benefits 

& Financial  

Services  

 

Thank You to 
our volunteers 

for your  

willingness to 
serve!   

 


