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It’s Turtle Time at The Dorf Haus Restaurant on Fridays During Lent

Roast turtle with a side of coleslaw is served right up there with the Friday fish fry 

at the Dorf Haus Restaurant, near Sauk City, during lent. The Friday special starts March 11and ends April 22, offering turtle, marinated overnight in carrots and onions and roasted for four hours.  It is served with mashed potatoes, turtle gravy, cole slaw and the Dorf Haus signature fritters. Shell out $13.95 for the turtle entrée which tastes somewhat like roast beef, according to Rebecca Maier-Frey, Dorf Haus co-owner.

The turtle special was the inspiration of Rebecca’s father, Vern Maier, who founded the Dorf Haus 51 years ago with his wife, Betty. Vern, now retired, concocted the recipe 25 years ago, which includes six herbs and spices. The iconic St. Norbert’s Catholic Church and the focal point of the Roxbury community, located across the street from the Dorf Haus, inspired him to add another specialty for parishioners on Fridays during Lent, when Catholics can eat seafood or reptile. Turtle caught on. 

The Dorf Haus takes orders in advance so turtle lovers, no matter what their religion, can be sure the chefs have prepared enough for the seven Friday nights. Serving is 5-l0 p.m.  Reservations at (608) 643-3980.        

Customers not quite ready to stick their necks out to try turkey, can check out the menu, including several German specialties at this old world style Bavarian supper club. Besides turtle and Friday night fish specials, the restaurant is known for its Monday night German Smorgasbord, dinner theater, banquet and wedding reception facilities including a wooden dance floor, variety of antiques, stained glass windows and German décor, gazebo and ponds. www.foodspot.com/dorfhaus
The Dorf Haus is between Middleton and Sauk City. Take Hwy 12 toward Sauk City and turn right on Hwy KP.
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